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We are in a series entitled: Real Answers to Real Questions. I have been taking your questions and going to God’s word to find the answers.

But here’s my question for you this morning. Why are you here? 

No, I am not asking you why you are here at Christ Community per se, but on a deeper level why are any of us here in church? 

For that matter why is Christ Community here—in Ohio, outside of Ashland, located near the small town of Savannah? 

My question has nothing to do with location, but everything to do with our purpose and our mission. 

Christians without goals are a little like Alice in the fairy tale Alice in Wonderland. 

In a conversation between her and the Cheshire Cat, Alice asked, “Would you tell me please, which way I ought to go from here?”

“That depends a good deal on where you want to get to,” said the cat. 

“I don’t much care where,” said Alice. 

To that the cat said: “Then it doesn’t matter which way you go.”

If we as Christians, as a church community, don’t have a clear sense of purpose and mission than it really doesn’t matter what we do or why we are here in church on Sunday at 11 am.
Without a clear answer to the “why are we here” question we have no way of evaluating if we are accomplishing anything.

It has been said that “More men fail through lack of purpose than lack of talent.”

The elders and I, along with the Leadership team, have invested a good deal of time this past years seeking God face as we have sought to answer this question.

The result of all that prayer and effort is a new mission statement for Christ Community.

This new statement will serve to help us refocus on our mission and purpose. We are also in the process of evaluating areas of ministry that we need to sure up to ensure that we are on course with our mission.

As I wrote last week on the back of the calendar, the mission of the church really hasn’t changed sense the time of Christ.

Since the beginning of the Church at Pentecost in Acts chapter 2 the Church has had one mission. 

The mission of the Church is to make disciple making disciples. 

In other words we are to share the gospel with others who will become disciples who will in turn share the gospel with others. (Matthew 28:19-20)

While that core mission doesn’t change, sometimes we need to restate our mission to help bring clarity and a renewed focus. 

Our mission at Christ Community has been stated: Gaining new disciples and growing mature disciples. 

This is a good statement as long as you understand the word disciple.

If we are, and I believe the Bible tells us so, to be gaining new disciples and at the same time we are to be growing into mature disciples then it seems to me that understanding what a disciple is, is very important.

Last fall I preached a sermon series called “Knowing Growing and Showing the Love of Christ.”

And in that series we said that disciple is an authentic follower of Jesus Christ who:
1. Knows God personally
2. Is Growing in Christlikeness through the work of the Holy Spirit
3. Shows the love of Christ to the churched and the un-churched alike.

As a disciple I am:
“Knowing Growing and Showing the Love of Christ”

And just as this is true for us individually it is true for us corporately as the church.

If you look on the back of your bulletins where there is a space for you to take sermon notes.

There you will read:

We are a community of authentic followers of Jesus Christ who seek to glorify God by knowing God the Father in an ever deepening and personal relationship as we are growing in Christlikeness through the transformational work of the Holy Spirit and who are intentionally showing the love of Christ to others through our message and our actions.

This is summed up in the new mission motto: Knowing Growing and Showing Christ the Love of Christ
As fully committed followers of Jesus Christ we give ourselves to a life of:

Knowing God the Father more deeply as He reveals Himself through His Word, not just knowing about Him but making Him known.

Growing in Christlikeness through the transforming power of the Holy Spirit to reflect the image of Christ and our personal relationship we have with the Father to the world around us.

Showing the love of Christ through intentional acts of service, kindness and ministries to the church and the un-churched alike.


You will also see three points: Knowing, Growing, and Showing.

If you would, think of each of these points as one side of a triangle. You need all three to form a triangle. All three are needed.

All three are important, without any one side the whole things falls apart.

But the life of a disciple, an authentic follower of Jesus Christ begins with knowing God personal through His Son Jesus Christ.

So, next to the word Knowing write:

I.	Knowing God personally (John 14:6-7; Ephesians 1:17)

Turn, if you would, to John 14:6-7 

At the end of chapter 13 Jesus tells his disciples that he is going where they cannot but in 14:1-2 promises them that he will prepare a place for them. 
Thomas say in verse 5, “Lord, we don’t know where you are going, so how can we know the way?”

Jesus says in verse 6 “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me. 7 If you really knew me, you would know my Father as well. From now on, you do know him and have seen him.”

You begin your relationship with God by putting your faith in Jesus as your Savior. 

But that isn’t the extent of the relationship God desires you to have with him, it is only the beginning.

In Ephesians 1:17 Paul writes in his opening remarks the church at Ephesus: “I keep [latterly keep on and on] asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you [continually] the Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better.” 

[Gini, prays at the start of each day that she might know God more.]

It is my expectation that every member at Christ Community will not just have head knowledge about God but will know God personally through an ever deepening relationship with Him. 

I can’t tell how sad it is to talk with someone, many times someone who has spent a lifetime serving in a church but still doesn’t know God on a personal level.

You must know God on His terms, as He reveals Himself to us through the community of believers, the ministry of the Holy Spirit, the Bible, and ultimately through God’s own Son—Jesus Christ.

You are created by God to have a personal relationship with Him. 
You come to know God and have a relationship with Him through His Son, Jesus.

In your relationship with Him you should seek to express your love to Him through worship—giving God your mind’s attention and your heart’s affection toward Him.

And out of that relationship you have with God you should be driven to witness and seek to draw others into that same living relationship you have with God.

Now, next to the word Growing add:
II.	Growing in Christlikeness (Acts 4:13; Romans 8:29-30)

In Romans chapter 8 Paul writes to the church in Rome. In verse 18-30 he is giving them reasons they can face they can face the hardships of today because of the future hope we have in the promises of God.

One of those promises is found in 8:29-30 “For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30 And those he predestined, he also called; those he called, he also justified; those he justified, he also glorified. 

The promise is that this God who saved us will also change/transform us into the likeness of His son.

We can see this transformational work in the lives of Peter in John in Acts 4:13.

Peter and John had just spent the night in prison for preaching the gospel. The next morning they are hauled in front of the Jewish leader, who not so long before had sent Jesus to the cross.

When question by the rulers and elders they spoke filled with the Holy Spirit.

But in verse 13 we Luke writes “When they [the Jewish leaders] saw the courage of Peter and John and realized that they were unschooled, ordinary men, they were astonished and they took note that these men had been with Jesus.”

When people look at you, do they see Jesus in you? Or do they still see much of the old man, selfishness, sin, hypocrisy, lack of boldness? 

My expectation is that those who are in an ever deepening relationship with God the Father will continually be transformed by that relationship through the power of the Holy Spirit. 

The Spirit transforms us, is growing Christlikeness in us, through our studying, applying, and obeying the teachings of the Bible, God’s Word.

This transformation will result in us growing to think and act like Jesus—Christlikeness. 

The more you deepen your relationship with God and are growing into a sharper and clearer image of Christ by the Holy Spirit the more you reflect that image and relationship to the lost and hurting around you and the more you will draw others into a relationship with God. 

For the final point here write:
III.	Showing the love of Christ (Acts 1:8; Matthew 5:16; 28:19-20) 

Acts 1:8 “But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.” 


Matthew 28:19-20 “Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age.” 

Matthew 5:16 “In the same way, let your light shine before men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven.” 

My expectation is for every member of our church to be intentional in the way you live out the reality of your deepening relationship with God and growing transformation. 

You should have a ministry that serves those inside and outside the Church. 

Christ gives each of you talents and abilities in order to build a team that will do the work of the ministry. 

You need to commit to using your time, treasures, and talents to be the body of Christ in our world.

Conclusion

Imagine people going to work day after day without knowing their company’s business, they are board, discouraged, disgruntled, not motivated, left with no passion.

Yet, that’s exactly what happens when church members don’t know what their church is trying to do. 

Knowing Growing and Showing the Love of Christ IS what we are doing! This will help us serve with passion.
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Knowing God: Sunday morning worship, in community through fellowship and other ministries, it is the goal of all our Christian Ed programs.

Growing in Christlikeness: Discipleship, One-on-on-disciples groups, small groups, again fellowship where we get together and encourage each other.

Showing the Love of Christ: Missions, outreach, member care and our benevolent fund. Praying with a foul moth co-worker with they are in a life situation that is overwhelming. 
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